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 We couldn’t have asked for a better start to our tree      

season this year; starting on the first day of May! We were able to 

knock out a majority of our tree plantings before a nice, long, and 

welcomed rain came through and forced us inside for about two 

weeks. When everything dried up, we finished the rest of our 

plantings, totaling 138,607 feet of trees (26 miles) for 36 producers! We then had a quick turn around and, 

with a nearly brand new crew, laid down our weed barrier fabric totaling 101,140 feet (19 miles).  

 It was an exciting year filled with firsts 

for us! We made the most of our machine 

plantings and were able to provide our 

handplant-replacement service to 6 producers 

this year totaling 634 handplants.  

Huge thank you to all the producers who we 

were able to work with this year, as well as our 

seasonal crew for making this year memorable. 

See you all in 2026! 

 

Ecological Education - (Eco-Ed) Days  

 Its that time of year again! We are looking for anyone that might be interested in               

volunteering for 1, 2, or 3 days to help run stations and direct kids 

from one station to another. We need volunteers from 8:45a.m. -

2:00 p.m. from September 9th - 11th. Can’t make it for a full day? 

That’s ok! We can do half days. This event truly is a great day of 

memory making for every student. It allows them to get hands on 

and learn about a wide variety of topics in such a fun way! If you 

have any questions, please contact Molly for more information. 







 



 Ducks protested loudly as I surveyed their new 

home. This tributary of the Little Muddy River near Alamo 

was full from recent rains and was bursting with life.       

Minnows hide beneath the algae mats as insects buzzed 

overhead. The grass on the bank was growing so tall that it 

was dropping down into the water, providing more cover 

for the wildlife making this creek a home.  

 Two years ago, this sea of grass was an unproductive 

crop field that flooded so badly, it was in preventive 

planting for two years in a row. In addition, salinity was    

increasing, destroying any vitality left in the flooded field. 

Desperate to find a solution and produce something, the 

landowner reached out to see what could be done. Because of the tributary running through the land, the area 

was eligible for Little Muddy River Watershed project assistance.  

 Working with the landowner, a custom grass mix was created that could handle the salinity and keep 

the water levels from getting out of control. This mix allowed the owner to convert the cropland into a hayfield 

and make the field productive again. Also, because of the areas watershed project eligibility, the landowner 

was able to cost-share 70% of the seed and planting costs. Thus solving his field problem at a very affordable 

rate.  

 One year after planting, the field is alive and thriving. Looking out I could see the changes in the area 

already taking place. Where there was once a swampy cropland with more puddles than crops, was now a sea 

of grass. Instead of salinity destroying the soil’s fertility, there was grass taking the salt up and holding it. And 

finally, instead of a headache that the landowner had to swim to get into, there is a hayfield that he is looking 

forward to harvesting in two years. 

 If you are interested in the Little Muddy River Watershed Improvement Program, contact Collin Bryant 

at collin.bryant@nd.nacdnet.net or at the office at 701-572-6729 ext. 108 to see if you qualify. 

Flooded No More, Grass Seedings Bring New Life to an Old Field 
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 Grenora K-3 Workshop 

 In the midst of the rain during the month of May, 

we were lucky enough to host an educational workshop for 

a few of the grade schoolers from Grenora. The grades pre-

sent included Kindergarten, 1st grade, 2nd grade, and 3rd 

grade. They were lead around to 3 different stations and 

were able to get hands on with a few environmental educa-

tion activities.  

 The first station included taking a tour of the tree cooler and learning why the 

trees are stored at cold temperatures prior to being planted. They were able to  look at the sweat tub where some 

species of trees need to be “sweated” to break dormancy. The students were able to look and get a brief overview 

of the tree planter and fabric machine that is used for machine tree plantings.  

 The second station included learning how to determine how old is a tree. They 

learned that they can estimate a tree’s age by counting the growth rings on a cut 

truck of tree. Each ring represents one year of growth, with a light and dark band   

together making a complete ring. Each student was able 

to make there own tree cookie necklace and take home 

with them.   

 The final station allowed students to learn about 

soil health and what is needed for plants to grow. The 

students learned that plants need soil, water, and sun-

light to grow. Each student was able to decorate and plant there own millet in a cup. 

Later on they would be able to observe the seeds germinating, the roots developing, 

and eventually their millet growing. A lot of excitement and fun was had by the Soil  

Conservation staff, the NRCS staff, and the Grenora students and teachers! 



Minimizing Tree Stress 

 Newly planted trees and shrubs experience a symptom called “transplant shock” when first planted. 
During this stage the tree is more susceptible to root damage, disease, and drought.  

 Drought stressed trees shouldn’t be fertilized. Applying fertilizer can encourage a lot of new growth 
which uses more water than is available. The salts in fertilizers can harm stressed roots as well. 

 Mow grass and weeds around the trees as this will reduce competition for water. 

 Don’t water with saline water as it may make drought conditions worse. 

 Stressed trees are more vulnerable to insect and disease 
attacks. 

 Keeping plant leaves dry will help prevent leaf diseases.  

 Trees that were already stressed going into a drought year 
will become even more susceptible to disease and pests. 

 Herbicides that can kill or damage broadleaf weeds can 
also kill or damage broadleaf trees if applied improperly.  

 Never use weed-and-feed products as they can harm 
roots. 

When to Water Newly Planted Trees and Shrubs 
 Clay soils can hold more water and need to be watered less frequently than sandy soils. 

 Trees and shrubs need to be watered when they are first planted. 

 From 1-2 weeks after the initial planting, you should water approximately every 2-3 days. 

 After 3 weeks from the date of initial planting you should water weekly until roots are established. 

 During a drought all trees benefit from supplemental watering.   

 Water trees until the soil freezes. Tree roots continue growing if soil temperature is above 40 degrees. 

How to Water 
 Water about 1-1.5 gallons per inch of stem caliper at each watering. 

 DO NOT over water. That is a common mistake. Over watering can cause the roots to be near the surface of the 
soil instead of going down deep.   

 Slowly watering with a drip line or trickle of water in a reservoir created around the base of the tree is recom-
mended when the tree or shrub is first planting. As the tree matures you will want to water with a drip line or 
trickle of water around the area shadowed by the tree crown.   

 A common mistake is doing frequent shallow watering that doesn’t soak deep into the soil. Watering deep and 
less frequently creates root growth and drought tolerance. 

 Excessive watering can make a tree dependent on irrigation instead of on normal rainfall amounts.  
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Site Prep Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The district offers a paid tree site preparation for 

those interested. This service helps simplify the 

tree planting process while also ensuring your 

tree site is prepared properly. Proper site prep is 

vital for a successful tree planting because it 

helps prevent weeds, shallow planted trees, and 

fabric failure. Not to mention, our site prep ser-

vice saves you time and work! Get on the list to 

get your site prep done this fall!  


